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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 7-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stevens (6,145,088). 

As to claim 1 , Stevens discloses a system for diagnosing and repairing computer 
systems comprising: 

a first computing system executing an operating system of a first platform type 
(column 7, lines 25-29); 

an operating system of a second platform type adapted to be executed on said 
first computing system upon failure of said operating system of said first platform type 
(column 7, lines 43-48); 

an application running under said operating system of said second platform type 
for obtaining diagnostic information pertaining to said failed operating system (column 8, 
lines 6-13); 

a second computing system executing the same operating system of said first 
platform type as said failed operating system (column 7, lines 13-21); 
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a means for communicating said diagnostic information obtained by said 
application to said second computing system (column 7, lines 7-11 & column 14, lines 

29-33); 

a means at said second computing system for utilizing said diagnostic 
information to diagnose the subject failed operating system of said first computing 
system (column 17, lines 34-50); and 

a means executing at said second computing system for generating repair 
information for communication to the application running on said first computer system 
to repair the failed operating system (Figure 14, column 14, lines 57-59). 

As to claim 2, Stevens discloses the system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
generated repair information includes at least one new file necessary to the repair, and, 
an instruction for copying said at least one new file back to said first computing system 
(column 20, lines 51-62 & column 21, lines 55-59). 

As to claim 3, Stevens discloses the system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
generated repair information includes at least one modified file necessary to the repair, 
and, an instruction for overwriting existing data with modified file data at said first 
computing system (column 23, lines 9-15). 

As to claim 4, Stevens discloses the system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
diagnostic information pertaining to said failed operating system comprises relevant file 
system configuration information including at least one from the group comprising: 
registry files, system files, system settings, error files, error logs, and other system 
configuration files of said failed operating system (column 13, lines 21-26). 
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As to claim 7, Stevens discloses the system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
communication means includes a network connection (Figure 1, column 7, lines 7-10). 

As to claim 8, Stevens discloses the system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
application running under said operating system of said second platform type is enabled 
to read data from and write data to the files associated with said failed operating system 
(column 7, lines 52-55). 

As to claim 9, Stevens discloses the system as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
second computing system comprises operating system interface means for enabling the 
examination of the diagnostic information to determine problem causes and corrections 
to said failed operating system on said first computing system (column 22, lines 33-36). 

As to claim 10, Stevens discloses a computer system diagnostic and repair 
service for reviving a failed operating system executing on a remote computing system 
comprising: 

at least one proxy computing system adapted to execute applications under 
operating systems of varying platform types (column 6, lines 21-28 & column columns 
5-6, lines 64-2); 

a means located at said at least one proxy computing system for receiving 
diagnostic information obtained from a diagnostic application executing on said remote 
computing system having a failed operating system to be revived, said diagnostic 
information relating to said failed operating system being received at a proxy computing 
device executing the same operating system platform as said failed operating system 
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platform (column 7, lines 43-48 & column 8, lines 6-13 & column 7, lines 13-21 & 
column 14, lines 29-33); 

a means located at said at least one proxy computing system for utilizing said 
received diagnostic information to diagnose the failed operating system to be revived at 
said remote computing system (column 7, lines 7-11 & column 14, lines 29-33); and 

a means located at said at least one proxy computing system for generating 
repair information adapted for communication back to said diagnostic application 
running on said remote computer system having said failed operating system, wherein 
said repair information is utilized to enable revival of said failed operating system at said 
remote computing system (column 13, lines 21-26 & column 7, lines 44-48). 

As to claim 1 1 , Stevens discloses the computer system diagnostic and repair 
service as claimed in claim 10, wherein said diagnostic application executes at said 
remote computing system under a second operating system of a second platform type 
having been previously booted upon failure of a primary operating system (column 7, 
lines 44-48). 

As to claim 12, Stevens discloses the computer system diagnostic and repair 
service as claimed in claim 10, wherein said diagnostic information pertaining to said 
failed operating system comprises relevant file system configuration information 
including at least one from the group comprising: registry files, system files, system 
settings, error files, error logs, and other system configuration files of said failed 
operating system (column 13, lines 21-26). 
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As to claim 13, Stevens discloses the computer system diagnostic and repair 
service as claimed in claim 10, wherein said generated repair information comprises: at 
least one new file necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for copying said at least 
one new file back to said remote computing system; or, at least one modified file 
necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for overwriting existing data with said 
modified file data at said remote computing system (column 13, lines 21-26 & column 
23, lines 9-15). 

As to claim 14, Stevens discloses the computer system diagnostic and repair 
service as claimed in claim 10, further comprising a network communication means for 
enabling communication of diagnostic information from said remote computing system 
to said proxy computing system and for enabling communication of repair information 
from proxy computing system to said remote computing system (Figure 1 , column 7, 
lines 7-10). 

As to claim 15, Stevens discloses a method for diagnosing and repairing a first 
computing system executing an operating system of a first platform type and subject to 
a failure diagnosis, said method comprising steps of: 

providing an operating system of a second platform type adapted to be executed 
on said first computing system upon failure of said operating system of said first 
platform type (column 7, lines 43-48); 

executing an application under said operating system of said second platform 
type for obtaining diagnostic information pertaining to said failed operating system on 
said first computing system (column 8, lines 6-13); 
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providing a second computing system executing the same operating system of 
said first platform type as said failed operating system executed on said first computing 
system (column 7, lines 13-21); 

communicating said diagnostic information obtained by said application to said 
second computing system (column 7, lines 7-11 & column 14, lines 29-33); 

utilizing said diagnostic information to diagnose the subject failed operating 
system of said first computing system (column 17, lines 34-50); and 

generating repair information at said second computing system and 
communicating said repair information to the application running on said first computer 
system to repair the failed operating system (Figure 14, column 14, lines 57-59). 

As to claim 16, Stevens discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein 
said step of generating repair information includes generating at least one new file 
necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for copying said at least one new file back to 
said first computing system (column 20, lines 51-62 & column 21, lines 55-59). 

As to claim 17, Stevens discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein 
said step of generating repair information includes generating at least one modified file 
necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for overwriting existing data with modified 
file data at said first computing system (column 23, lines 9-15). 

As to claim 18, Stevens discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein 
said step of obtaining diagnostic information pertaining to said failed operating system 
includes reading relevant file system configuration information including at least one 
from the group comprising: registry files, system files, system settings, error files, error 
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logs, and other system configuration files of said failed operating system (column 13, 
lines 21-26). 

As to claim 19, Stevens discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein 
said step of generating repair information includes the step of providing operating 
system interfaces for enabling the examination of the diagnostic information to 
determine problem causes and corrections to said failed operating system on said first 
computing system (column 22, lines 33-36). 

As to claim 20, Stevens discloses a method for reviving a failed operating system 
executing on a remote computing system, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a proxy computing system adapted to execute applications under at 
least one operating system of varying platform types (column 6, lines 21-28 & column 
columns 5-6, lines 64-2); 

b) receiving diagnostic information obtained from a diagnostic application 
executing on said remote computing system having a failed operating system to be 
revived, said diagnostic information relating to said failed operating system being 
received at a proxy computing system executing the same operating system platform as 
said failed operating system platform (column 7, lines 43-48 & column 8, lines 6-13 & 
column 7, lines 13-21 & column 14, lines 29-33); 

c) utilizing said received diagnostic information at said proxy computing system 
for diagnosing the failed operating system to be revived at said remote computing 
system (column 7, lines 7-11 & column 14, lines 29-33); 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,455 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2113 

d) generating repair information at said proxy computing system (Figure 14, 
column 14, lines 57-59); 

e) communicating said generated repair information back to said diagnostic 
application running on said remote computer system having said failed operating 
system (column 7, lines 7-11 & column 14, lines 29-33); and, 

f) utilizing said repair information to enable revival of said failed operating system 
at said remote computing system (column 8, lines 30-36). 

As to claim 21 , Stevens discloses the method for reviving a failed operating 
system as claimed in claim 20, further comprising the steps of: executing a second 
operating system of a second platform type upon failure of a primary operating system; 
and, executing said diagnostic application at said remote computing system under said 
second operating system (column 7, lines 43-48). 

As to claim 22, Stevens discloses the method for reviving a failed operating 
system as claimed in claim 20, wherein said diagnostic information pertaining to said 
failed operating system comprises relevant file system configuration information 
including at least one from the group comprising: registry files, system files, system 
settings, error files, error logs, and other system configuration files of said failed 
operating system (column 13, lines 21-26). 

As to claim 23, Stevens discloses the method for reviving a failed operating 
system as claimed in claim 20, further wherein said generated repair information 
comprises: at least one new file necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for copying 
said at least one new file back to said remote computing system; or, at least one 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,455 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2113 

modified file necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for overwriting existing data 
with said modified file data at said remote computing system (column 13, lines 21-26 & 
column 23, lines 9-15). 

As to claim 24, Stevens discloses the method for reviving a failed operating 
system as claimed in claim 20, further comprising the step of implementing a network 
communication means for enabling receipt of said diagnostic information from said 
remote computing system and, for enabling communication of repair information from 
said proxy computing system to said remote computing system (Figure 1, column 7, 
lines 7-10). 

As to claim 25, Stevens discloses a program storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to 
perform method steps for diagnosing and repairing a first computing system executing 
an operating system of a first platform type and subject to a failure diagnosis, said 
method steps comprising: 

providing an operating system of a second platform type adapted to be executed 
on said first computing system upon failure of said operating system of said first 
platform type (column 7, lines 43-48); 

executing an application under said operating system of said second platform 
type for obtaining diagnostic information pertaining to said failed operating system on 
said first computing system (column 8, lines 6-13); 
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providing a second computing system executing the same operating system of 
said first platform type as said failed operating system executed on said first computing 
system (column 7, lines 13-21); 

communicating said diagnostic information obtained by said application to said 
second computing system (column 7, lines 7-1 1 & column 14, lines 29-33); 

utilizing said diagnostic information to diagnose the subject failed operating 
system of said first computing system (column 17, lines 34-50); and 

generating repair information at said second computing system and 
communicating said repair information to the application running on said first computer 
system to repair the failed operating system (Figure 14, column 14, lines 57-59). 

As to claim 26, Stevens discloses the program storage device readable by a 
machine as claimed in claim 25, wherein said step of generating repair information 
includes generating at least one new file necessary to the repair, and, an instruction for 
copying said at least one new file back to said first computing system (column 20, lines 
51-62 & column 21, lines 55-59). 

As to claim 27, Stevens discloses the program storage device readable by a 
machine as claimed in claim 25, wherein said step of generating repair information 
includes generating at least one modified file necessary to the repair, and, an instruction 
for overwriting existing data with modified file data at said first computing system 
(column 23, lines 9-15). 

As to claim 28, Stevens discloses the program storage device readable by a 
machine as claimed in claim 25, wherein said step of obtaining diagnostic information 
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pertaining to said failed operating system includes reading relevant file system 
configuration information including at least one from the group comprising: registry files, 
system files, system settings, error files, error logs, and other system configuration files 
of said failed operating system (column 13, lines 21-26). 

As to claim 29, Stevens discloses the program storage device readable by a 
machine as claimed in claim 25, wherein said step of generating repair information 
includes the step of providing operating system interfaces for enabling the examination 
of the diagnostic information to determine problem causes and corrections to said failed 
operating system on said first computing system (column 22, lines 33-36). 

As to claim 30, Stevens discloses a program storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to 
perform method steps for reviving a failed operating system executing on a remote 
computing system, said method steps comprising: 

a) providing a proxy computing system adapted to execute applications under at 
least one operating system of varying platform types (column 6, lines 21-28 & column 
columns 5-6, lines 64-2); 

b) receiving diagnostic information obtained from a diagnostic application 
executing on said remote computing system having a failed operating system to be 
revived, said diagnostic information relating to said failed operating system being 
received at a proxy computing system executing the same operating system platform as 
said failed operating system platform (column 7, lines 43-48 & column 8, lines 6-13 & 
column 7, lines 13-21 & column 14, lines 29-33); 
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c) utilizing said received diagnostic information at said proxy computing system 
for diagnosing the failed operating system to be revived at said remote computing 
system (column 7, lines 7-1 1 & column 14, lines 29-33); 

d) generating repair information at said proxy computing system (Figure 14, 
column 14, lines 57-59); 

e) communicating said generated repair information back to said diagnostic 
application running on said remote computer system having said failed operating 
system (column 7, lines 7-11 & column 14, lines 29-33); and, 

f) utilizing said repair information to enable revival of said failed operating system 
at said remote computing system (column 8, lines 30-36). 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stevens taken in view of Rive (6,281,894). 

As to claim 5, Stevens discloses a system for diagnosing and repairing computer 
systems comprising: a first computing system executing an operating system of a first 
platform type (column 7, lines 25-29); and an operating system of a second platform 
type adapted to be executed on said first computing system upon failure of said 
operating system of said first platform type (column 7, lines 43-48). Stevens fails to 
disclose wherein said first computing system comprises a partitioned hard disk drive 
wherein said operating system of said first and second types executes on separate 
partitions. 

Rive discloses a method of configuring a storage device accessible by a 
computer system to facilitate the maintenance and verification of the integrity and 
operation of the computer system (column 1 , lines 14-20). Rive does disclose wherein 
said first computing system comprises a partitioned hard disk drive wherein said 
operating system of said first and second types executes on separate partitions (column 
5, lines 28-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant implement Stevens' different operating systems with Rive's 
partitioned hard disk drive wherein the operating system of said first and second types 
executes on separate partitions. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make the modification because the content on the first partition is protected 
from the user modification when the first partition is active and the content of the second 
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partition is available for user modification when the second partition is active (Rive: 
column 2, lines 47-50). 

As to claim 6, Rive discloses the system as claimed in claim 5, wherein said 
operating system of a first platform type is a Windows-based operating system, and said 
application executing under said operating system of said second platform type is Linux- 
based (column 6, lines 14-26). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Ehne whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
2471. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571)-272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,455 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2113 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



